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FROM A 
MzzcHanT of the City of London, 


TO THE 


R—t H—ble #—— P—— Eſq; &c: 


SIX, 


* HE Writer of theſe Sheets has 
X been converſant in Mercantile 
and Commercial Affairs for up- 
wards of Twenty Years, and in the Courſe 
of that Time he cannot fail to have made 
ſuch Obſervations and Remarks upon our 
Trade and Navigation, as may tend at this 
Juncture, to the Advancement of both. 
He ſhould not, however, have been tempt- 
ed to render public his Thoughts upon 
theſe Subjects, if, in a Converſation with 

a certain greatMan, he had not been much 
ſallicited thereto, and all his Arguments of 
Excuſe, baffled by that great Perſuaſion, 
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the Good of his Country, He flatters 


himſelf therefore, that you will- not im- 
pute to Vanity what is founded in a quite 
different Motive, any more than think 
him Preſumtive in daring to dedicate this 
Piece to a Perſon of ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
Talents and Power. Though unknown to 
you perſonally, he may well 1 


in Execution any wiſe and ſalutary Mea- 
ſures that may be propoſed. 


Commerce and Navigation 
mediately connected with the very Exi- 
p N yd bgrenggheruy 


diſcant upon the Syſtem that England 


ought to purſue in her Politics, without 
firſt marking how ſhe muſt ſecure her 
Trade, and ſupport her Dominion of the 
Sea; would reſemble the Doctor who was 
entirely taken up with preſcribing for his 
Patient preventatives for the Tooth-ach, 
while his Lungs were decaying with a 
deep Conſumption. Although I am not 
fo chimerically Syſtematic, as to urge we 


are ſo im- 


have 
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have no Connections whatever with the 
Continent; and that our Naval Force 
alone, without any Auxiliaries whatever, 
is ſufficient, not only to protect our Ameri- 
can Colonies and Settlements, but alſo to 
ſecure this Kingdom from all Invaders, 
and even pull down the Power of France» 
even when ſhe ſhould be united with the 
Houſe of Auſtria, Spain, Sicily and the 
Turk: : Altho' I am not infatuated with 
our Naval Strength to this Degree, Yet I 
am not unacquainted with the Superiority 
it gives us over all the Powers of Europe, 
not excepting even that Maritime Power, 
who ſo long contended with us for the 
Dominion of our own Seas, and which 


ſhe now quietly poſſeſſes, when ſhe has 
not a Fleet of twelve Men of War (fit to 


put to Sea) to ſupport her Claim. Our 


Connections with the Continent ſhould 


not be given up at this time to try Experi- 
ments upon our own Force, an Eſſay of 
this kind might prove much more than we 
ſhould like, that we are too opintated with 
an eſtabliſhed Militia, we build too much 
pon our Fleets. This is not the Period to 
execute new Syſtems of Politics; the Seaſon 

for 


3 
for ſuch Tryals is Peace; when no Enemy 
can thwart your Meaſures but by counter- 
Negociations,—when you are not every 
Moment threaten d with ſome new En- 
terprize, the Succeſs of which may cir- 
cumvent every End propoſed by Treaties, 
though ever fo well modell d. Have we 
not a recent Inſtance of this in the Czarina? 
She engaged to furniſh us with 53000 
Men upon receiving 400, oool. a year when 
they ſhould be in Motion, and 100, o00ʃ. 
(a yearly Subfidy of which has been al- 
ready paid her) while they kept upon the 
Frontiers of Livania, to be ready upon 
the firſt Call: What was the Sequel of 
this? Theſe very Troops that were paid 
by the King of Great Britain to fight his 
Battles againſt the French King; were 
upon the King of Pruffia's taking proper 
Meaſures to ſecure his Dominions from 
being wreſted from him by the Empreſs 
Queen and the King of Polang, conjunctively 
with the French King; deſtined to traverſe 
Courland, and make a Diverſion in favour 
of the Allies of France. So that in fact 
we are paying the Czarina 100,000). a year 


tor employing 53,000 Men againſt us. 


The 
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The Inference I would draw from this 
is, that Great Britain muſt ever have Con- 
nections with the Continent as long as ſhe 
would Trade to Advantage upon it; and 
where her commercial Intereſt therewith 
is not concerned, ſhe has none. By a re- 
ciprocal commerical Intereſt, with the 
Proteſtant Powers of the North and Ger- 
many, ſuch a Cement might be formed, as 
to render all ſubſidiary Gratifications need- 
leſs; our Fleets ſhould protect their Trade 
when incroached upon, their Armies 
ſhould defend our Poſſeſſions when at- 
tacked, but without Fee or Reward. 
This is the Plan of Politics Britain ſhould 
purſue. But a time of War is not the 
Period for laying a preper Foundatiop for 
ſo great a Superſtructure. We muſt con- 
tent ourſelves at preſent with purſuing 
ſuch a Plan as to prevent too great a 
Balance of Power in favour of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, and when needful, employ 
ſuch Bodies of Auxiliaries as may be ne- 
ceflary for our Protection, or the Aſſiſtance 
ſhall be formed and trained to a proper 
Diſ- 
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Diſeipline: In the mean while your At- 
tion, Sir, cannot be too much fixed 
upon the Security of our Commerce, and 
the Force and Extent of our Navigation. 


In the Courſe of this Epiſtle, I ſhall 
take the Liberty of marking what Provi- 
fions and Alterations may be neceffary for 
the Protection of our Trade to North 
America, the Weft-Indies, and the Coaſt 
of Africa, —which are Branches of our 
Trade, that cannot be too much cheriſhed 
and ſupported ; and I ſhall at the fame 
Time point out what a to me the 
proper Deſtinations of our Fleets for the 
Annoyance of the Enemy, and of Con- 
voys for the Protection of our Merchant- 
men, from their Ships of War and 


Cruizers. 


As the preſent Quarrels which fubſiſt in 
Europe, may be traced to the Squabbles, 
concerning our, and the French American 
Poſſeſſions; although a Plan may have 
been concerted, between the Empreſs 
Queen, the Czarina, and the King of 
Poland, for reducing the Power of the 

Houſe 


LES 
Houſe of Brandenburgh, and dividing 
among them it's Poſſeſſions, upon the 
firſt favourable Opportunity, for a 
Diſturbance of the Tranquility of Europe; 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that before 
the Plan of a laſting Peace can be formed 
for the contending Parties in Europe, the 
Limits of our American Colonies muſt 
be firſt aſcertained, and all cauſe of 
Diſtturbance upon that Head be removed; 


and as there is no likely hood of our have- 


ing theſe Matters ſettled to our Advantage 
by the French Miniſters, without we can 
firſt prove by the Force of our Arms, ag 
well as Treaties, (which are now broke) 
that our Claims are juſt, and the Repoſe of 
Europe will ſtill be a way off, even 
though the King of Pruſſia, ſhould by 
his ſuperior Abilities and great Military 
Skill, as a Prince and as a General,. fo 
extend his Conqueſts in Bobemia and even 
Hungary, as to oblige the Queen of that 


Name to propoſe Terms for a ſpeedy 
Accommodation. To this End then I 


ſhall give my Sentiments upon carrying on 
the War in America, in ſuch a manner as 


a des aca the French to 
leave 
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leave the juſt Bounds of our Provinces 
unmoleſted, and if a glorious Peace can 
be procured, to guarranty to us with the 
Powers of Europe, the Free and Unin- 
terrupted Poſſeſſion thereof. 


But as this may at firſt ſeem not of 
ſufficient Importance to gain the Attention 
of the ſeveral Powers of Europe, who 
will at the End of this War be contracting 
Parties in the Treaty of Peace; I thall 
give a ſmall ſketch of the Extent, Pro- 
duce, and Advantages of our North- 
American Colonies. 


The Engh/b claim all North- America 
to ſettle in by the Diſcovery of Cabot, 
in 1497. from Lat. 67, to Cape Florida 
in 25, called the Newfoundlands, till 
Sir · Nalter Raleigh's Voyage, in 1585. 
And from that Time named Virginia 
_ without Diſtinction. The Exgliſʒ Settle- 
ments by Grants extend from Sea to Sea, 
or from Eaſt to the Weſt Coaſts of the 
Continent, where New- Albion was ceded 
by it's King, to Sir Francis Drake in 1577. 


King James the I. in 1606, made grants 
to 
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to Two Companies, to One from Lat. 34 
to 41, to the other from 38 to 45. Carolina, 
Virginia Proper, and Maryland, fell to 
one, to the other New-England, New- 
York, New-Terſey, and Penſilvania. After- 
wards diſtin Grants being made of them, 


under the Names of Nove-Scotia, and 
New-Britain, Virginia, or all North- 
America, became divided into leſs Parts 
under various Appellations. Virginia Proper, 
ſettled in 1607, by King James, is bounded 
by Grant to the Norr/h, from Lat. 41. to 
the South as far as Lat. 36, 30. which 
was run by Agreement in 1729, and the 
Government and Property thereof are in 
the Crown. New-England, included in 
the general Virginia Patent, was granted 
1606, and. fettled in 1621, the Bounds 
Extend from Lat. 40 to 48 North, and 
Eaft, and Weſt, from Sea to Sea, if not 
poſſeſſed by any Chriſtian State, as by Grant 
of James the I. November 3, 1621. 
Nova-Scotia, uſurped by the French in 
1603, and from whence they were drove 
by Argal, in 1613, was granted to Sir 
William Alexander, in 1621, and the 
* 
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River, on the North, and on the Weſt Sz, 
Croix. By a ſecond Grant in 1635, it was 
enlarged to Kennebek River, to co-extend 
Nova- Scotia, with Acadia (fo called by 
the French) granted by Lewis XII. in 
1633, which has been Five or Six Times 
Conquered by the Engliſh, and given up 
to the French, who in 1713 by the Treaty 
of Utrecht, ceded it entirely to Queen Ann, 
excepting Cape Breton, and the Property 
and Government thereof are in the Crown. 
Maryland before part of Virginia, granted 
to Lord Baltimore, by Patent of King 
Charles I. dated June 20, 1632, which 
was Named after the Conſort of that 
Prince, was ſettled in 1633, and extends 
North to Lat. 40, South a few Miles 
below 38, Eaft by the Ocean, and extends 
Weſt to the Head of the Potomac River. 
The Property and Government hereof are 
in the Proprietor. The Two Carolinas, 
now called North and South, were one 
and the ſame Country, till 1729. Some 
French Huguenots made an Incurſion 


here in 1562, and built Charles Fort at 


Port Ryal, but theſe were entirely de- 
moliſhed in 1564 by the Spanzards, and 
theſe 
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theſe were cut off by the French in 1567, 
and from that Period it was unſettled 
(except by a few Engliſh, in the Years 
1622 and 1653) till it was granted to 
Eight in 1665, from Lat. 36. 
30. to 29. and Ni to the South Sea: 
the Charter was vacated in 1728, and 
Seven of the orſhips or Shares 
were bought in by the Crown, in whoſe 
Hands is the Government, and the People 
are poſſeſſed of the Property. N- 
"Jerſey lies between Maryland, Penfitvania, 
and New-York, being part of the Dutch 
New Netherlands; taken from them in 
1664, and granted to the Duke of York, 
and by him to Lord Berkley, and Sir 
George Carteret. It was recovered by the 
Dutch in 1672, but they reſtored it to 


it by a Line from South to North; 

Lord Berkley, had the Ni Yerfey, and 
Sir George Carteret, the Ea Jerſey, which 
are now united Property in the Proprietors, 
but the Government and Juriſdiftion 
were given up to the Crown in 2702. 
New-Tork, 
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New-York, was firſt viſited by Hudſon in 
1608, who gave his Name to the River, 
bought the Country of the Indians, and 
fold it to the Dutch; Charles I. laid claim and 
the States General diſowned their Title to 
it, and the Dutch Company made an 
offer of it for 2500l, but they retreated, 
built Forts, and called it all with New- 
Jerſey, the New Netherlands. It was 
conquered with Neu- Jerſey, and granted 
to the Duke of York, and call'd Yorkſhire, 
it's bounds firſt were North the River St. 
Lawrence, and the. South Sea, Ne; but 
it is now confined to narrower Limits, 
towards the Sea Coaſt, excluſive of Long- 
Nand, but grows broader towards the 
Country of the Six Nations, which is 
ſuppoſed to be comprifed therein. The 
Property and Government are in the Crown. 
Penfitvams, takes it's Name from the 
- Proprietor Wilkam Penn, granted by King 
Charles II. in 1680, it's extent is from 
the beginning of the 40 to the 43, deg. of 
Latitude; and from the 5th Deg. of 
Weftern Longitude, from Delawar River, 
ex 12 Miles round Newcaſtl. 
In 1682, the Duke of Tori granted to 

Penn, 
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Penn, a Slip of the New Netherlands from 
12 Miles Nerth of Newcaſtle, South to Cape 
Hinlopen in 38, 45, which part is called 
the Delaware or lower Countries. The 

and Government are in the Pro- 
prietor. Georgia 'till 1732, made part of 
South Carolina, it was ſettled, ſeparated and 
granted to a for 21 Years; at 
the End of that Time the Government 
was to revert to the Crown. 


Theſe are the Poſſeſſions in North Ame- 
rica, to which England has ſo juſt a Claim, 
and which being ſituated in fo fine a Part 
of the Globe, as the ſame Latitudes with 
the moſt fertile Parts of Europe, Africa, 
and Ala, would neceſſarily produce ſuch 
Fruits, Fiſh, Beaſts, &c. as are not only 
uſeful in themſelves but profitable to Trade, 
Manufactures and Navigation, fince we 
find that where the Summers are hotter, 
and the Nights colder than in England, 
towards the Coaſt every Thing can be pro- 
duced that can be here; and it is to be 
imagined that if the interior Parts of 'the 
Country, particularly of New England, 
which are thus repreſented, were cleared 

from 
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from the great Quantities of Wood that 
there every where cover the Surface of the 
Earth, inſomuch that the Sun cannot pe- 
netrate to warm it; the Fruitfulneſs of the 
Country would not yield to Great Britarn. 
But, let us conſider the preſent Products 

of North America, with Regard to Com- 
merce and Navigation, and we ſhall be 
ently ſatisfied with its Importance to 
both, to let no Part of it flip out of our 
Hands. Georgia, which is the moſt 
Southern Province, and which, till the 
Year 1732, was deſerted by the Inhabi- 
tants of South Carolina, of which it then 
made Part, on Account of its Vicinity to 
K. une pd by the Spaniend, 
being ſettled by Mr. Og/etborpe, has proſ- 
pered abundantly, and produces Rice in 
great Quantities, Silk and Pot-aſh; to 
| which may be added conſiderable Crops 
of Indigo; and fince the Duty upon this 
Commodity has been taken off in Caro- 
lina we plant it again there with great Suc- 


ceſs, and by that means may ſave 200, oool. 
a year, which we have for ſome years paid 
to the French for it. 


Our 
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Our Trade to Virginia and Maryland is 
ſtill of a more intereſting Nature, fince it 
not only increaſes the public Kevenue with 
about half a Million of Money yearly, 
but brings into the Coffers of the Engliſh 
Merchants near the fame Sum. The 
Staple Commodity of theſe two Colonies 
is Tobacco, but that of Virginia is chiefly 
the ſweet Scented, and that of Maryland 
what is call'd Oroconoto; the former is 
principally conſumed here and ſent to 
France, and the latter is exported to Hol- 
land, Germany, and the Baltic. 


The Advantage reſulting to this Nation 
by the Tobacco Trade of Virginia and 
Maryland, may be partly nearly computed, 
by the Number of Ships there is employed 
part whereof is again exported. Upon a 
Medium of one year with another, there 
are 200 fail of Ships, from 100. to 400 
Tons Burthen, freighted with Tobacco 
from thoſe two Colonies to England, which 
import at leaſt 100,000 Hogſheads, each 
Hogſhead containing above 400 weight: 

D Forty 


(18) 
Forty Thouſand Hogſheads may be con- 
ſumed in Great Britain and Ireland, Guern- 
fey, Jerſey, and the other inferior Britiſh 
Iflands, and for which Forty Thouſand 
Hogſheads of Tobacco, that are worth to 
us above 146,000). Sterling, we ſhould be 
obliged to pay ready Money to Foreigners, 
if theſe eſtimable Colonies were wreſted 
from us. The Sixty Thouſand Hogſheads, 


which we export, we now reccive yearly 


440,000). Sterling for from Foreigners, in 
ready Money, or, what is the ſame Thing, 
in Goods, for which they would take no 
other barter, and we ſhould be obliged to 
pay ready Money for; but this is not yet 
all the Advantage we receive from the 
Trade of Virginia and Maryland. —This 
very Money, which is remitted here for 
Tobacco exported, is laid out by the Plan- 
ters Agents here in our Staple and other 
Commodities, which occcaſions another 
Freight for as many more Ships : And to 
this we muſt add a National Advantage, 
the Duty on the Forty Thouſand Hog- 
ſheads of Tobacco conſumed here, a- 
mounting to 500,000). Sterling. 


=. 
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It is evident from hence, how much 
the Article of Tobacco from theſe Colonies 
tends to maintain the Balance of Trade in 
our favour, and how much we are inte- 
reſted not only to protect Virginia and 
Maryland, but alſo to avoid, as far as poſ- 
fible, their labouring Men from being 
drawn away from their Work, in order 
to defend themſelves and their Country. 
To theſe Articles let us ſubjoin, the vaſt 
Number of People that is maintained, and 
many of them enriched here at home by 
the Induſtry of their Countrymen in theſe 
two Colonies; for, except their daily Food, 
there is hardly any Thing they conſume 
or make uſe of but what is manufactured 
in, or ſent from their mother Country ; 
and the Shipping, amounting to between 
three and four Hundred Veſſels employed 
in the Trade, ſupports a great Number of 
our ableſt Seamen, which adds to our Na- 
val Strength, and might be a Means of 
manning a formidable Fleet in time of 
Neceflity. 


The next Province that preſents itſelf 
D 2 to 
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to us for it's extraordinary Advantages to 
Trade and Navigation, is that of New- 
England, on account of the Quantities of 
Oak, Fir and Pine, fit for Maſts for our 
Navy, and which might produce a ſuffici- 
ency of Pitch, Tar, Roſin and Turpen- 
tine, for all our home Conſumption, and 
prevent our Trace to the Ballic in theſe 
Articles having fo much the Balance 
againſt us. In the clearing of the Pro- 
vince of New-England, particular Care 
ſhould be had to demoliſh no Oak, Fir, 
or Pine of a proper Grewth, or io ſituated 
2s to be convey d to the Shore without 
riſking the breaking or ſpoiling it: The 
Underwoeds and Trees of inferior Nature, 
particularly thoſe in the more Weſtern 
Parts of the Province, ſhould be fell'd, for 
the making way for ſowing Grain, &c. 
In this place, Sir, I cannot help remarking 
that a Clauſe in the Act of IId. Geo. IId. 
which prohibits the cutting of any white 
Pine Trees, of the Diameter of 24 in- 
ches, at 20 inches from the Ground, not 
growing within ſome tract of Land grant- 
ed to ſome private Perfon before the 7th 
of Oclaber 1690, without his Majeſty's 

Licence, 
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Licence, may prove very detrimental to 
the 


growth of White Pines of a proper 
ſize for Maſts in ſuch places of the Pro- 
vince of New-England, which are the 
moſt commodious for their Conveyance to 
the Sea Shore; as many Places ſo ſituated 
are actually in the Occupation of Settlers 
who have received their Grants of Land, 
fince the Year 1690, and as by this they 
will be induced to cut their Pine Trees fit 
for Maſts, before they arrive at the Dimen- 
ſions herein ſpecified, and the Difficulty, 
Delay and Expence of granting Licences 
are ſo great, that very few have been ap- 
plied for. I am not inſenſible of the Inten- 
tion of this Clauſe, which I apprehend 
was inſerted with a view of preventing any 
White Pines, of the Dimenſions fit for 
Ships-Maſts, being exported to aſſiſt the 
French, or other Naval-rival Powers in fur- 
niſhing their Fleets therewith, and for the 
more ſecurely appropriating them to our 
own Uſe ; but as Experience, Sir, has con- 
vinced us of the bad reſulting 
to ourſelves from this Clauſe, I and many 
more Merchants of this City, who have the 
Honour of the Britiſb Flag, and the Com- 

merce 
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merce of theſe Realms much at Heart, 
entertain hopes of ſeeing this Bar to the 
growth of Pines of proper Dimenſions, 
(and fo fituated as to be conveniently ſhip'd 
for Old England,) in the Province of New 
Engiand, ſoon removed. 


It would be needleſs, Sir, to add any 


more to a Perſon of your Judgment and 
Penetration concerning the removal of any 
Obſtacle to our Maritime Power ; there- 
fore I ſhall quit this Digreſſion, and finiſh 
my. Account of the Mercantile Products 
of the Continent of North America, with 
Nova Scotia, which gave the firſt rife to 
our preſent Quarrel with the French, and 
which, it is to be hoped, will not be ſacri- 
ficed to them either in whole or in part, 
in the expectation of gaining their Friend- 
ſhip, which if it were fincere, would be 
too dearly bought at fo a Price; for 
the Province already produces beſides 
Timber, Planks, Deals, Hoops, Staves 
and other Sorts of Lumber ; Corn, Fruit, 
Peaſe and other Pulſe, and in ſeveral 
Places there are large Woods, the Trees 
whereof are as fit for Maſts as. thoſe of 

| Norway. 
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Norway. If there were occaſion, Shipping 


of all kinds might be conſtructed here; 
the Oak Timber that grows in this Pro- 
vince being equal, if not ſuperior to that 
of Norway : But if it were only for the 
Fiſh that is caught upon the Coaſts of this 
Colony, it would be of no ſmall Impor- 
tance to us; Whales, Codfiſh and Salmon 
abound upon the Coaſt, as well as Mack- 
rel, Pilchards, Shads, Trout, Scacows, 
. &c. 


The mention of our American Fiſhery 
leads to that of Newfoundland, 
which for the Advantages it produces both 
to the Trade and Navigation of theſe 
Kingdoms, ſhould be prefer'd to the Mines 
of Peru. No one can doubt this, when he 
conſiders that we bring from thence yearly 
between 2 and 300,000 hundred weight 
of Fiſh, beſides 4 or 5000 Hogſheads of 
Oil, by which a very large Sum of Money 
is ſaved or brought into this Kingdom an- 
nually, and a very great Number of our 
beſt Seamen trained and ſupported. But 


the Quantities of Fiſh brought from 
cated added 
par 
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par'd to what we furniſh from thence, 


to the Portugueſe, Spaniſb, and Italian 
Markets, as well as our Sugar Colonies 
and the other Weft Indian Iſlands, fo that 
the increaſe that this Trade makes to the 
National Stock, cannot be computed at 
leſs than 3 or 4000 Thouſand Pounds per 
Annum ; for a Ship of 100; Tons, with 
the Charge only of Victuals and Fiſhing 
Tackle for Twenty Hands, will bring to 
Market in Portugal, Spain or Italy 3000). 
worth of Fiſh, and frequently clear 2000l. 
for the Proprietors, ſo that according to 
this Calculation, which is not over rated, 
150 Ships only will clear 300,000/. and 


conſequently increaſe the public and pri- 


vate Stocks ſo much. 


Having thus 
count as I poſſibly could of our North 
American Settlements, - which - needs no 
further Illuſtration to prove their Impor- 
tance; it is time to conſider the moſt 
effectual Methods of ſecuring them againſt 
the Invaſions of the French, who have 
long fince laid the Plan for wreſting them 


from us, being perſwaded that untill they 
ſhall 


given as conciſe an Ac- 
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ſhall have weaken'd England in her Com- 
merce by the loſs of her American Colo- 
nies, her Trade and Navigation will (if 
properly exerted) always prote& her from 
the Power of France ; and conſequently 
the great Project of univerſal M 

can never be compaſſed by the French till 
they have deſtroy'd our Commerce and 
Navigation, which they cannot more ef- 
fectually do, than by worming us out of 
the Continent of North America. In or- 
der to facilitate this, they are building a 


Chain of Forts to circumſcribe the Eng- 


&/þ Settlements, and cut us off from all 
Communication of Alliance, or Trade 
with the Þ:dian Nations; to confine our 
Settlements within ſuch Limits as the 
French are pleaſed to preſcribe the Exgliſi 
Provinces ; and alfo with a View of join- 
ing Louifiene and Canada, and at the fame 
time making themſelves Maſters of the 


| Lakes, and in the End render the whole 


Continent a Poſſeſſion of France. 


From this it appears it will be neceſſary 
for the Protection of our Settlements, 
to circumyent this Plan of Operations of 
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the French; that is to ſay, make ourſelves 
2 communication, for forming Alliances, 
and Trading with the Indian Nations; 
render the Project of a Junction between 
Lauiſiania, and Canada abortive, and 
demoliſh the chain of Forts within which 
we ſhall otherwiſe be immured. The 
only Method that I can deviſe for fru- 
ſtrating this Plan, is to become Maſters of 
the Indian Countries ſo as to ſecure our- 
ſelves and protect the Indians our Allies: 
And to compaſs this we muſt either diſ- 
pute with Arms every paſs in the Coun- 
try, and then ſecure them with Forts and 
Garxiſons, or become Maſters of the 
Lakes, and by that means gain the Sove- 


reignty of that Navigation. 


But as the French Government in Ca- 
nada is a Military united Power, every 
way trained to Martial exerciſe, and the 
Inhabitants of our Colonies, live by their 
Labour, and are not accuſtomed to the 
uſe of Arms; it will neceffarily follow 
that if we propoſe ſucceeding, we muſt 
either employ Auxiliaries, or endeavour 
at the Dominion of the Lakes. 


As 


' 
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As we have been ſo unfortunate as to 
loſe Ofwego, and with it all our Naviga- 
tion of Lake Ontario, we ſhould imme- 
diately execute ſome Enterprize to regain 
if poſſible the Sovereignty of that Late; 
or if that ſhould appear not ſo practi- 
able as could be wiſhed, we ſhould en- 
gage the Senekies to go and ſettle upon 
the Banks of Lake Erie at the Mouth of 
the River Miamis, where a Fort ſhould be 
inſtantly built in as ſtrong a Manner as 
poſſible, be fortified with a good Garriſon 
partly, if not all Exgliſb, who ſhould for- 
ward the conſtructing of at leaſt twenty 
Brigantines and Chaloupes, which ſhould 
be built and fitted by, at fartheſt, next 


- Summer. * 


The 


If this ſhould appear impracticable in 
America within the Time limited, as a longer 
Delay would be of the moſt fatal Conſequence 
to the Provinces of Penfilvannia, New 
York, and indeed we might add all, by the 
junction which otherwiſe the French will in 
all probability effect between Louiſiana and 
Canada, by means of their poſſeſſing Oſwego, 

Se. 
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The Navigation of the Lake Champlain 
ſhould be next conſidered ; but as the 
French Fort at Crown Point, will in all 
probability be a great Obſtacle to our ob- 
taining the Navigation of this Lake; I 


ſhall firſt conſider the moſt probable 
Means of obliging the French to evacuate 


that place. 


The Parliament granted laſt Year on 
Account of American Services 279,704 /. 
15. without including any part of the 
Million granted to enable his Majeſty © to 
* concert and take all ſuch Meaſures, as 
* might be neceſſary to diſappoint or de- 
« feat any Enterprizes or Deſigns of his 
« Enemies, and as the Exigency of 
« Affairs might require; ſome of which 
it is reaſonable to imagine bas been em- 
ployed for the ſecurity of our American 
Colonies, ſince by the Deſigns of our 
Enemies the Affairs of our Countrymen 
of thoſe Parts, have been fince that 
Time in a very perilous Situation. And 
although 
Se; the different parts of theſe Veſſels might 
be conſtructed here in ſuch a Manner as to be 
convey'd to America, and there joined. 
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although ſo great a Sum has been 
ed fince laſt Year on our Colonies, I am 
ſorry to find they have been fo ill pro- 


tected. but as it ſhall not be the ſub- 
of this Letter to point out defects in 
the former Adminiſtration any further 
than they are abſolutely neceſſary to guide 
us like Landmarks, in avoiding Shoals 
and dangerous Coaſts; ſo I ſhall wave 
diſcuſſing the Cauſes of our late Ill ſuc- 
ceſs, where they can be no wiſe uſeful to 
our future Conduct. But an obſervation 
cannot be paſſed over in this Place, which 
is, that tardy and ſtarved Meaſures may 
be reckoned the principal ſources of the 
Misfortunes of the inglorious Year 17 56. 


Theſe, then let us particularly avoid, and 
as his Majeſty has graciouſly and judici- 


ouſly told his Parliament, I rely on your 
% Wiſdom, that you will prefer more vi- 
% porous Efforts (though attended with a 
« large Expence) to a leſs effectual, and 
e therefote leſs frugal plan of War,” let us 
not ſtint our Meaſures withaview of ſaving 
a few Thouſand Pounds, when by the 


expending them we may attain at preſent, 


what hereafter, may coſt us as many 
zo Mill; 
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Millions, —and which then may be only 
ineffectually thrown away. 


With this View then, we ſhould not, 
on the one Hand, grudge any neceſſary 
Expence for the Security of our American 
Poſſeſſions, or ſhould we on the other, 
laviſh away any Money needleſſiy, though 
the Meaſure might carry with it the Ap- 
pearance of Efficacy. But inſtead of 
200,000 and odd Pounds, which were 
granted for America laſt Year, if two Mil- 
lions had been granted, and Ofwego had 
been ſtill in our Poſſeſſion, and Crown- 
Point taken, we ſhould have been Gainers 
by the Balance ; but as it turned out not 


only all that Money was loſt, but our 


Poſſeſſions, our Soldiers, and the Time 
that we ſhould have employed in defeating 
the French Schemes, deſtroying the Chain 
of Forts they were building to circumſcribe 
our Colonies, and making ourſelves a Way 
into the Ind:an's Country to traffick with 


In Order to avoid the Artifices of de- 
defigning Men, and ſuch there may be in 
the 


(31 ) 
the Colonies, who may have an Intereſt of 
protracting the War, as long the Remit- 
tances for the Support of Troops paſs 
through their Hands; for we have had 
ſeveral Hints of this Kind already, and the 
Siege of Cape Breton, it is ſaid, furniſhed 
ſome ſtriking Examples of the Avidity of 
ſome New England Agents, with Regard 
to Old England's Money : With a View 
of entirely preventing any ſuch Deceit, 
and of keeping the labouring People to 
their Work in the Colonies, it would be 
prudent to ſend over a ſufficient Number 
of Forces, with thoſe Regulars that are 
there already to oppoſe the French Regu- 
lars, and engage as many Indians in our 
Service as may be neceſſary to make Head 
againſt their Ind:ans ; for regular Troops, 
or even Provincials, that will not ſubmit to 
the Indian Manner of ſwamp Fighting, 
can never have any Share with the In- 


dians. 


It is faid we are to ſend over Ten Thou- 
ſand Men this Spring to reinforce the 
Troops under Lord Loudon ; a leſs Num- 
ber will be inſufficient, and yet we hear 

but 


(32) 
but of Three Thouſand ' Highlanders tht: 
are to be raiſed upon this Occaſion, ſurely 


we cannot ſpare Seven Thouſ nd more of 
the Troops in Great Britain to be ſent to 
America ; as our Hancverian and Heſſian 
Auxiliaries, are to tarry here no longer 
than the latter End of February : there- 
fore I ſhould think it expedient to engage 


as many Sf in our Service, which might 


be effected at a very reaſonable Rate ; not- 
withſtanding the War that is lighting up 
upon the Continent, fince the principal 
of the Cantons have reſolved to have 
their Subjects remain Neuter as to the 
Continental War, which in all Appear- 
ance will prove a Religious one, and 
therefore might be of dangerous conſe- 
to the Cantons of different 
perſuaſions. If a ſufficient Number of 


Swiſs, could not be engaged, which it 
were to be wiſhed might, on Account of 
their Knowledge of Arms, and Power 
of bearing Fatigue ; ſuppoſe the deficiency 
were to be drawn from the Palatines and 
other German Emigrams, now inhabiting 
the Province of Penfifvannia; and 
fance the Inhabitants of this Province are 


for 


augmented to 20000 Regulars by the laſt 
| F 
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for the greater part Quakers, and preach 
up the Doctrine of Non Refiſtance, they 
ſhould, if they have any Defire of being 
and remain in Quietneſs, at 
caſt pay thoſe who fight their Battles ; 
by which means a ſufficient Number of 


. theſe Emigrants might be maintained for 


the public Service without being at any 
Charge to the Government; for it would 
be unreaſonable for a Perſon who occu- 
pies as much Land as any forty can Till 
&c. not to ſupport four for the Protection 
of it. However it is abſolutely neceſſary 
that the Army under Lord Loudon ſhould 
be reinforced very early next Spring, and 
as the Scotch Batallions will not be ſuffici- 
ent, and it were better and more agree- 
able to the People to ſend Foreigners to 
America to fight our Battles, than bring 
them here to remain Idle and breed a 


Famine ; if a ſufficient Number of Swrſs 


cannot be procured, the Palatines in 
America might make up the Deficiency, 
or an equivalent Number of Scorch (over 
and above the two Batallions) be ſent, and 
if the Army under Lord Loudon can be 


of 


( 34 ) 
of May next, they, with the Indians in 
our Alliance, would bid fair for taking 
Crown Point by the End of June. 

But let it be remembered, that without 
this Reinforcement arrives in America, 
and joins the Army before the French, at 
Crown-Pont,can be ſufficiently ſtrengthen- 
ed from Europe, to make head againſt us, 
all our hopes of the next Campaign, by 
Land, may be laid aſide, ſince if we do not 
fucceed at Crown-Porint, and the French 


ſhould penetrate but as far as Albany, 
they would bid fair to alarm the out 


the Eaſtern Parts. But not to permit my 
Imagination to bewilder itſelf any further 
with ſuch a difagreeable Scene, I will 


believe the preſent Adminiſtration prudent 


enough to prepare, and have ſuch a 
Number of Forces ready to embark by the 
End of March at fartheſt, which ſhould 
be the longeſt Term permitted for their 
tarrying on this fide the Atlantic. 

Then let me remind you, Sir, to be 
what Contractors 
with, what Superintendents 
you employ, for ſuch another ignorant 


particularly careful 


you 


Embark- 


Settlers, who would not hefitate to fly to 


>. 


* 


far exhauſt 
of a Prolongation 


be terminated 


of the preſent War. 


to our 
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—— I fay Sir, if any ſuch Impoſition, 
or Impediment, ſhould encreaſe the Ex- 
pence of, or obſtruct our Spring Expedition 


to America, the People will on the one 
the other to Mourn. 

But theſe are only meant as Hints, not 
as Predictions, and I hope they will not 


be without their uſe. Therefore I ſhall 


indulge myſelf with a Proſpect of proper 
Meaſures in America, and they crowned 
with Succeſs fo far as to our being Maſters of 
Lake Champlain, which ſhould be 
ſecured tous by ſome Armed Ships thereon, 
as well as a ſtrong Fort, if Crown Pant 
| ſhould be too much demoliſhed, or found 
inſufficient for the Protection of the 
Lakes St. Sacrement, and Champlain, —— 
which I believe it would not, however it 
ſhould be well Garrifoned. | 


Ir would be neceffary alſo to keep 
ſome Armed Veſſels upon the Lakes 
Huren, and Miſtigan, and a Fort built 
near the Bay of Saguinam, upon the Lake 
Huron; and another at M:ſouakimina, 


upon Lake Miſbigan, would be Fay 


-\ 


y 
{ 


— ä — 
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of ſecuring to ourſelves the Navigation of 
all the great Lakes, except Ontario, and 
wreſted from the French, by ſeizing 
Ofwego, and the other ſupplied if it ſhould 
be found neceſſary. If our Efforts could 
be fo far crowned with Succeſs, we muſt 
up all their forged Claims upon our 
ecute a farther Plan of gaining over to 
our Intereſt, the principal if not all the 
Indian Nations, for as we can furniſh them 
with what Commodities they require, at 
a cheaper Rate than the French, they 
would not frequent the French Markets, 
—— but then perhaps we might not gain 
their Confidence and their real Alliance, 
(inſtead of their pretended) — therefore 
the beſt Method to gain this, would be 
by giving Premiums to ſuch Engliſh as 
would intermarry with the Indians, then 
they would by their own natural Ties, be 
rivited to our Intereſt, as it would make 
part of their own. But prior to this we 
ſhould be particularly careful not to leave 
any of our Indian Allies, in the Lurch at the 

End 
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End of the War, for otherwiſe they mig ht 
afterwards behave towards us, as they Yd 
towards the French in 1702, when War 
breaking out between us, and the French, 
all the Artifices that the French Miſſiona- 
ries could practiſe, were inſufficient to 
extite the Indians to take Arms againſt us ; 
which was owing to the ill uſage of the 
French, at the Treaty of Ryſwick, who 
then left the Indians to ſhift for themſelves. 


Bgyort I quit the Subject of North 
America, I am induced to take Notice of 
the uſefulneſs of a Fort or two being 
erected, and a Garriſon maintained near 
the Je of Quirpon, or the Bay of Molus, 
on the Hand of Newfoundland, fince fatal 
experienced hasconvinced usthat the French 
have found a Paſſage by the Streights of 
Belleiſie, for a large Squadron; as by this 
Means they might be prevented rendering 
this Paſſage of any Uſe to them for the 
future, ſince it appears that only one or 
two Ships of any conſiderable Force can 
paſs or repaſs this way at a Time, fo that 
our Forts would block up this Paſſage 
while a Fleet fo Stationed as Admiral 

Boſcawen's 


| 


— ˙ 1 1 1 


— 2 — — — 


other Fortifications 


Tranquility than at preſent, I ſhall not 


foundland, than the ereQting 
Number of Forts, to Command the 


the Southern part of Newfoundland, and 
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Beſcawen's was in 1755, would make ſure 


of the French Fleet, between Cape Raye, 


and the and of St. Paul. Perhaps ſome 
upon the Southern Coaſt 
of Newfoundland, as well as many Im- 
provements in the interior Parts of the 
Hand, would tend not only to the Security, 
but alſo to the Advantage of that important 
Fiſhery ; but as I conſider theſe Improve- 
ments fitter to be thought of in a time of 


inſiſt upon any other Operations, being 
abſolutely neceſſary at this Time at New- 
a ſufficient 


Streights of Bellerſle this will be 
abſolutely Neceſſary, ſince it will appear 
in the ſequel of this Treatiſe, that we can 


never keep a Squadron of proper Force 


upon the North American Station, for 
Cenvoyy Coaſtwiſe, and the impeding of 
any confiderable French Squadron, both 
by the paſſage between Cape Breton, and 


by the Streights of Belleiſſe. 


WuriLls 
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Wu we are thus buſied with Nort/ 


America, let us not forget other Objects, 
of great 


Importance, for ſuch muſt ever 
de our Ni Indian Iſlands, on account of 
the . great Revenue and faving that 
accrue from thence by their Sugar, 
. Molafies, Rum, Cotton, and we might 
add if properly cultivated (particularly on 
the Mand of Barbadees) Indigo, Piemento, 
Oranges, Limes, Citrons, Pomegranets, 
Guavas, Plantines, Cocoa-Nuts, India- 
Figgs, Prickle-Pears, Melons, &c. But 
although we have been alarmed for fome 
conſiderable Time, with the Defigns of the 
French upon the Iſland of Jamaica, that 
ſo much envied Spot! we have not yet 
ſent any Force to oppoſe what Attempt our 
Enemies may chuſe to make upon it; and 
which according to the beſt Accounts, 
there is neither Force by Land or Sea, to 


oppoſe. But if Jamaica, is in great Danger 
from the French, at St. Domingo, who 


would be glad of an Opportunity of ſeizing 
it, if it were only to preſent His Catholic 
Majeſty with it, in order to intice him to 
join his Arms with thoſe of France againſt 


us, 


—— — 


— —— 


1 
what muſt our Leeward Iſlands be, when 
we conſider the French are now in actual 
Poſſeſſion of Dominica, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent, and Tobago, which ſhould be 
neutral Iſlands? Tobago, is not above 40 
Leagues from Barbadbes, which at this Time 
is-in a very feeble Condition, on account 
of thedecay of allthe principal Fortifications 
of that Ifland ; and if they were to ſeize 
upon this and Antigua, which is not im- 
when we confider the Smallneſs 
of our Fleet in the Leeward Iflands, and 
the want of Repairs in the Fortifications 
of Engh/b Harbour, would not St. Chriſto- 
pber s, Montſerrat, Nevis, and the ſmaller 
Iſlands, to the Weſtward of them, 
neceſſarily fall into their hands? and then if 


Jamaica were in Security, it would be of 
no Uſe to us, as not a fingle Merchantman, 
could 


or to it, without a 
Convoy ſuperior to the Naval Power of 
France. So that it evidently appears, if 
we leave the French in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of the neutral Iſlands, we ſhall run great 
Riſk of loſing all our Weſt-India Trade. 
But on the other hand, if we ſend 2 
ſufficient de 
G 
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and drive the French from their Uſurpations, 
at Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and 
Tobago, we may not only poſſeſs ourſelves. 
of thoſe Iflands, but fave conſiderable 
Sums, that mult neceffarily be employed 
in ſuperior Convoys, if they continue there, 
even without attacking our Colonies ; and 
in the End prevent any future Squabbles, 
at a Time of Peace making, concerning 
their Poſſeſſors. 


If we ſhould have the good Fortune to 
ſucceed, in diſpoſſeſſing the French from 
theſe Iſlands, it will be neceſſary to keep 
a ſufficient Squadron Stationed here for 
their Protection, when Overtures of 
Peace may be made, or even after it's 
Concluſion ; for we may remember that 
in the very Interval between the Ceſſation 
of Arms in Europe, and the Ratification 
of the Treaty of Utrecht, the Frenchequiped 
and ſent privately a Squadron with Troops 
on board, tv invade, take and deſtroy 
the Britiſh Caribee Iſlands, as the envied 
Rivals of the French Sugar Trade. Antigua 
was to have been the firſt Sacrifice, as 
the principal and moſt Advantageous to the 
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Enghſh, on Account of it's excellent 
Harbours and Situation in the Track of Na- 
vigation to the other Leeward Iflands, as 
alſoto Jamaica. But this Expedition failed; 
we may attribute the Fruſtration of it to 
the Vigilance of the Inhabitants, as well 
as to ſome lucky Incident— for our Naval 
Armament was no wiſe concerned in 
oppoſing it. But the Vengeance that 
failed being wreaked upon Antigua, fell 
upon Montſerrat, and here Mr. Cafſart, 
who was Commander in chief of this 
French Enterpriſe, ſpread ſo much 
Deſolation that the poor Inhabitants feel to 
this Hour, the unhappy Effects of our 
not being prepared in that Quarter with a 
formidable Exgliſßʒ Squadron. If we were 
not ſufficiently appriſed at this Time of 
the Addreſs of the French, of making 
Incroachments upon our Territories, 
rly in North America, to warn us 
— them for the future, I ſhould re- 
commend a ſtrict Eye, to their not ſetting 
Foot again in the (now) Neutral Iflands, 
by Artifice, if they could net by Force. 
But we are no longer blinded by 
Deſigns of this Kind, and if we 


ſhould 
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ſhould be happy enough to add Dominzca, 
St. Lucid, St. Vincent, and Tobago, to 
our other Poſſeſſions in the Weſt-Indies, 
we ſhall, it's to be hoped, never loſe them 
again by French Incroachments. 


Io conſider our Sugar Colonies in the 
Abſtract, is to conſider the Anatomy of 
the Body without the Circulation of the 
Blood. The Vitals of our Weft-Indian 
Iflands are our African Settlements ; if 
through Negligence, Caprice, wrong applied 
Parfimony, or Ignorance, theſe ſhould ever 
happen to be loſt — our Sugar Colonies 
are no more. This is of ſo notorious a 
Nature, that every Act of Parliament, 
which has been paſſed for Extending or 
Improving our Trade to Africa, has 
recited in the Preamble, the great Advan- 
tage of the Trade to Africa, for ſupplying 
the Plantations and Colonies thereunto 
belonging, with a ſufficient Number of 
Negroes. 


Thus it ap 


forthe Security or extentof our We/t-Indian 
Iſlands, however they may promiſe fair 
for 


pears, then, that all our Efforts 


——ññ oo „ . 
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for rivalling the French in the Sugar Trade 
(that vaſt Commerce!) will be of no 
Avail, without we can properly defend 
our Settlements upon the Coaſt of Africa, 
and prevent the French continuing their 
Incroachments upon our Rights there, 
which they have already begun upon the 
Coaſt of Guinea; for though we have been 
poſſeſſed of the Trade, particularly on the 
Gold Coaſt, Mydab, and Gambia, up- 
wards of Eighty Years, the French 
are daily undermining us there, fo that 
if by open Force they do not exclude 
us from all Trade to Africa, they 
will at leaſt by degrees worm us out of it, 
as they have already done upon the Gum 
Coaſt; if we do not i I 
falutary Meaſures, as may effectually 
fruſtrate this long and deep laid Deſign of 
the French; and as this appears a Matter 
of ſo much Importance, 5 


it with ſome Particularity. 


The firſt Exgliſʒ Ships ſent to Africa 
en account of Trade, was about the Year 
1553, from that Time the Trade to that 
my on by private _— 
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till the Year 1758 ; when Queen Eliza- 


beth, by her Letters Patent, conſtituted a 
Company for the more effectual carrying 
on the ſaid Commerce, which was at that 
Time only for Gold, Elephants Teeth, and 
Malaquetta ; for the Engliſh, not then hav- 
ing any Settlements in the Weſt-Indies, had 
no Occaſion for Slaves. In the Reigns of 
James, and Charles I. the Company was 


greatly encouraged ; but the Dutch hav- 


ing in the Year 1637 taken ſeveral Forts 


on the Coaſt of Africa, they committed 
great Depredations on the Exgliſb, in or- 
der to oblige them to leave off trading to 
that Part of the World. King Charles 
II. being apprized of this Behaviour 
of the Dutch, the better to enable his 
Subjects to carry on the ſaid Trade, againſt 
the unjuſt Pretenſions and Uſurpations of 
theſe New-comers, by bis Letters Patent 
of the 1oth of January 1662, he in- 
corporated 2 Body of Merchants, by the 
Title of the Company of Royal Adven- 
turers of England to Africa. 


The Subſcriptions for carrying on this 
precarious Trade not anſwering the Ex- 
pectation 


(47 ) 

pectation of the Merchants i 

by this Patent, their Affairs ſoon beeame 
in a very embarraſſed Situation, and they 
were involved in great Debts and Difficul- 
ties, by which. they were rendered inca- 
pable of continuing their Trade in an ad- 
vantageous Manner ; in conſequence of 
for a certain Sum of 


Effects, both at home and abroad, to cer- 
tain Merchants, who intended to erect a 
new Company, for the more effectual 


carrying on the Trade to Africa. Purſu- 


ant to this Agreement, the King, having 
accepted of the Surrender of the ſaid Char- 
ter, did, by his Letters Patent of the 27th 
of September, 1672, incorporate the late 
Royal African Company, with a Power to 
trade in Africa, from the Port of Salle 
to the Cape of Good Hope, during the 
Term of a thouſand Years, excluſive of all 
his other Subjects. 


The Company, by Virtue of this Royal 
erecting Forts, and ſettling Factories; but 
their 
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in the Year 1697; they were rendered un- 
able to ſupport the faid Forts, wherefore 
it was enacted, that all private Traders to 
Africa ſhould pay 10 per Cent. to the 
Company for the Privilege of trafficking 
upon that Coaſt. From the Year 1713 to 
1730, whilſt the Company had no Allow- 
ance from the Public, for the Support of 
their Forts and Settlements, private Tra- 
ders made great Fortunes, while the Com- 
pany, not without ſome Miſmanagement, 
ſunk under the weight of their Burthen, 
inſomuch that they were obliged to apply 
to Parliament for Relief, who granted 
them 10,000 J. a Year till 1746. 


From that Period to 1749, the Affairs 
af that Company were entirely at a Stand, 
no Grant having been made for three 
Years, and the Company were indebted 
130,000 J., their Forts and Caſtles in a ru- 
inous Condition, their Credit and Repu- 
tation loſt. 


At this Time the Parliament took the 
Trade to Africa into Conſideration, and 
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an Act was paſſed in Conſequence, by 


which it was enacted, © That all his Ma- 
<< jelty's Subjects, who ſhall trade to or 
from any of the Ports or Places of Africa, 
between Cape Blanco, and the Cape of 
*© Good Hope, ſhall for ever after be a Body 
* Corporate and Politic, in Name and in 
% Deed, by the Name of The Company of 
% Merchants trading 19 Africa, and by the 
e ſame Name ſhall have perpetual Succeſ- 
„ ſion, and ſhall have a common Seal; 
% and by that Name ſhall and may ſue, 
* and be ſued, and do any other Act, 
% Matter, and Thing, which any other 
* Body Corporate or Politic, as ſuch, can 
* or may lawfully do.” * That it 
* ſhall not be lawful for the Company, 
* eſtabliſhed by this Act, to trade to or 
* from Africa, in their Corporate or Joint 
Capacity, or to have any joint or tranſ- 
c ferrable Stock, or to borrow or take up 
* any Sum or Sums of Money on their 
* Common Seal. — That the Direction 
* and Management of the Affairs of the 
* ſaid Company hereby eſtabliſhed, ſhall 
te be in and by a Committe of Nine Per- 
* ſons, to be * as hereaf- 

cc ter 
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ce ter is mentioned, who are to meet and 
e aſſemble together, from Time to Time, 
eas often as ſhall be neceſſary, at ſome 
Place in the City of London, and the 
* Committee-men for the Time being, 
* or any five or more of them, or the ma- 
e jor Part ſo aſſembled, ſhall from and after 
* the thirtieth Day of Tune, 1750, have 
« full Power, from Time to Time, to 
© make Orders for the governing, main- 
e taining, preſerving, and improving the 
* Forts and Factories already built, with- 


* in the Limits aforeſaid ; and to appoint 


* Governors, Deputy-Governors, or any 
* other Officers, Civil or Military, of or 
e for the ſaid Forts and Settlements, and 
* them to remove and diſplace when they 
* ſhall ſee fit; and to make Orders and Re- 
* gulations for the better Government of 


« the faid Officers and Servants abroad, 


« and to take Security from them for 
te their good Behaviour, and for their 


paying due Obedience to the Regula- 


« tions eſtabliſhed by this Act, and to 
e ſuch Orders and Regulations the faid 


© Committee ſhall from Time to Time 
think proper to make; ſo as no Order 


44 0 


n 


e tion, and Improvement of the Forts 


. 
or Regulations, to be made by the ſaid 
Committee, ſhall tend to lay any Re- 
c ſtraint whatſoever on the ſaid Trade or 
Traders to or from Africa, contrary to 
* the true Intent and Meaning of this 
Act.“ The Freemen by this Act are 
to pay 40 s. for their Freedom, who arc 
to elect the Nine Members of the Com- 


mittee, three of whom are to be of Lan- 


don, three of Briſtol, and three of Liver- 
pool. By this Act it is alfo enacted, © That 
* the faid Committee ſhall and may from 
<< Time to Time, inveſt ſuch Part of the 
« Money in their Hands as they ſhall 
e judge neceſſary in the Purchaſe of 
« Goods, and Stores, which after the ſame 
* are inſured, which they are hereby 
t impowered and required to procure to 
ebe done, are to be ſent and exported to 
Africa, there to be fold, diſpoſed of, 
e and applied for the ſole Uſe, Preſerva- 


and Settlements there, and for the Pay- 


* ment of the Salaries and Wages to the 
Officers, and other Perſons employed 
for keeping and preſerving the faid 
« Forts and Settlements, and not otlierwiſe: 

© But 
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But it ſhall not be lawful for the ſaid 
* Committee to carry or cauſe to be carried 
* or exported from Africa, any Negroes or 
* other Goods, in return for the ſaid 
* Goods they ſhall ſo export from Great 
« Britain, or in any other Manner to 


* carry on any Trade to or from Africa.” 
That the faid Committee, out of the 


i Monies they ſhall receive, ſhall deduct 
* annually a Sum, not exceeding the Sum 
te of eight Hundred Pounds, for defray- 
* ing in the firſt Place, the Salaries of 
« their Cleiks, and Agents at Londen, 
« Briſtol and Liverpool. The Houſe Rent 
ce of their Office in London, and all other 
« Charges of Management, Commiſſion, 
* or Agency in England, and the Reſidue 
* of the faid Eight Hundred Pounds ſhall 
ebe ſhared and divided among themſelves, 
* as they ſhall judge proper, as a Com- 
* penſation for their Trouble and Attend- 
ec ance in the ſaid Office of Committee 


© Men; and the reſt of the Monies which 


* the ſaid Committee ſhall receive for the 
te Admiffion of Perſons into the Freedom 
* of the ſaid Company, ſhall be applied 
* and appropriated wholly to the Main- 


tainance, 


— 6 _—— * — 
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<« tainance, Support and Improvement of 
* the Forts and Settlements already built, 
e or which hereafter ſhall be built on the 
<« Coaſt of Africa, which ſhall be in the 
« Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Company; and 
« for keeping them in good Repair; and 


Stores, and Officers and Soldiers to de- 
te fend the fame ; and for paying the ſaid 
Officers and Soldiers; and to and for 

te no other Uſe whatever.” | 


Thus the old Royal African Company 
was aboliſhed, having received in conſe- 
quence of a Reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons of the 28th of January 1752, 
the Sum of 112,142/. 35s. 3d. as a full 
Compenſation for their Charters, Lands, 
Forts, Caſtles, Slaves, Military Stores, 
Books, Papers, and all other Effects what- 
ever, to be applied as follows: 84,652/. 
125. 7d. to ſatisfy the ſeveral Creditors ; 
16951. 3s. to the Commiſſioners appoint - 
ed to examine and ſtate the Creditors 
Claims; 23688/. 15s. 3d. to ſatisfy ſuch 
of the Proprietors of African transferable 
Stock, as were poſſeſt of the fame on 

| the 
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the 31ſt of December 1748, being 10 per 
Cent. and 2105. 125. 3d. to ſatisfy ſuch 
Proprietors as were poſſeſſed of Stock ſince 
that time, being after the Rate of 5 per 
Cent. 


Since the Year 1749, the Parliament 
has granted every Year the Sum of 
10, ooo. (excepting the Years 1750, 1753 
and 1755, when 16000/. were granted) 
for the Support and Repair of their Forts 
and Settlements upon the Coaſt of Africa. 


It is now time to conſider in what con- 
dition theſe Forts really are, and whether 
they could oppoſe an attack made by our 
powerful Enemy the French, as there is 

too much Reaſon to apprehend they are 
upon the Point of making by a Fleet, 
which lately fail'd from Breſt; whilſt, as 
I am informed, we have not three Men 
of War upon the African Coaſt to pro- 
te them. 


1. James Fort in the River Gambia, 
though mounted with 36 Guns is not able 
to reſiſt any European Enemy. 

2. Anna- 
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2. Annamabo Fort not yet finiſhed. 


3. Tantumquerry Fort, of Nor able to 


13 Guns. make 
4. Winnebah Fort, of 16) reſiſtance to 
Guns. an Europe- 
5. Accra Furt, of 36 Guns. ] an Enemy. 


6. Wydab Fort, formerly of 35 Guns, 


—— w_———___ — 


. 
| but now deſerted. 
7. Commenda Fort, of 31 
| Guns. In 
| 8. -- -" Fort, of 29 | outof Re- 
| 9. Dixcove Fort, of 30 — | 
| Guns. | ) 
10. Cape Coaſt Caſtile, of 40) 
Guns. f 
11. Fort Royal, of 12 Defence 
Guns. to 
12. Phipps's Tower, of 5 the 
| Guns. Natives in 
13. Queen Ann Point, of | Awe. 
5 Guns. / 


By this Account, which I do not pre- 
tend to publiſh as authentic, but which 
was given me by a Perſon trading to the 
Coaſt, who lately came from thence, and 
who 
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who could have no view in deceiving me ; 
it appears that notwithſtanding our thirteen 
Forts, a Fleet of only Eight Men of War 
could drive all the Exg/ifb from Africa, 
by which our Sugar Colonies would be 
ruined, from whence we ſhould then 
get no Sugar, Rum, Melafles, Cotton, 
Ginger and Aloes, in return for our 
Woollen and other Manufactures ſent from 
here, which pay Duties to the Crown; 
and which alſo they furniſh to our North 
American Settlements, in return for Ship- 
ing, Horſes, Boards, Staves, Hoops, 
Lumber, Timber for Building, Fiſh, 
Bread, Bacon, Corn, Flour, and other 
Plantation Neceffaries ; — for then, by 
means-of the French, ingrofling the Slave 
Trade, (and with it that .of Elephant's 
Teeth, Gums, Dye-woods, Drugs, Bees- 
Wax, Gold, Sc.) upon the Coaſt of A 
frica, they would ruin our Sugar Colo- 
ny Planters, and furniſh all the fo- 
reign Markens, as well as our own, with 
Sugar, which, by the fame Means, and 
new Impoſts, my did, till lately, with 
Indigo. 


A 
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A Matter of ſuch great Importance, to 
have flipt the Obſervation of the late 
M ry, may perhaps be not fo ex- 
traordinary ; as its eſcaping your Atten- 
tion, Sir, only for one Seſſion of Parlia- 
liament ; fince the Method of ſecuring 
our Poſſeſſions upon the Coaſt of Africa, 
appears to rhe, to only demand a ſmall 
Squadron of Men of War being ſtati- 
tioned there, and proper Funds for the 
Repair and Support of the Forts already 
erected, and rendering them fit to oppoſe 

any Enemy, as well as the Natives; for 
it cannot be ſurprizing that they ſhould be 
in ſo defenceleſs a Situation, when only 
10,000 /. a Year has been paid for their 
Maintenance, (except threeYears 16,000!/.) 
ſince the Conſtitution of the new Com- 
pany, when the Royal African Company 
eſtimated at a Time they were 130,000 J. 
in Debt, and had no Hopes of a Parliamen- 
tary Suppart, that their Forts could not 
be kept upon a reſpectable Footing under 
20, 900 J. 25. 6 d. a Year, according to 
the following Diſtribution, | 
. 

00 oO 

7779 p 4 


a 
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* Anamaboe (conſider C. 5s. d. 
ing the great Expence 
we have lately been at, 


for the rebuilding it, 51196 12 06 


and which is unfiniſh'd, 
ſhould at preſent be 
rated . 
Tanten : 651 12 06 
JV. nuebał, 898 12 06 
Accra, 1369 12 066 
Adab, 1369 17 06 
Cammenda, 1071 o2 ob 
* Succondee, 1008 o2 06 
Dixcove, 1305 o2 06 
* Prampram GOO oo oo 
James Fort at Gambia, 4242 O o6 


£20,900 2 06 
IG in order to make up a Sum ſuffici- 
cient for the Maintenance of theſe Forts 
and Settlements, it will be neceſſary for 
the Parliament to make a yearly additi- 


onal Grant of at leaſt 10, 900 J. 25. 6 d. 


which can never be put in Com- 
petion with the Advantages reſulting 


from this Trade ; and of which there is 
much — Reaſon new, than at any 
other 


— — « — 
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ther Time, to be particularly careful; 

ſince if the Event of the French Arma- 
ments ſent to Africa ſhould not turn out 
to our Diſadvantage (which can hardly 
be hoped, without we diſpatch a Squa- 
dron there immediately, or reinforce that 
in the Weſft-Indies, in ſuch a Manner as 
to enable it to detach a Number of Ships 
upon the Coaſt of Africa, without weaken- 
ing itſelf, ſo as toriſk all our Sugar Iflands) 
their Plan of purſuing this Commerce, 
by the great Encouragement given to it 
above any other Branch of Trade, in 
order to benefit their Sugar Colonies, 
which by this Means ſupply almoſt all 
Europe with this Commodity; by the 
Advantages they have at home, and the 
large Price they foll their Negroes for, 
(which is much more than any Britiſb 


Subjects can get for theirs) muſtin theEnd 


(without we exert ourſelves, as well by 
proper Encouragement to the Traders, as in 
ſupporting and improving our Forts and 
Settlements upon the Coaſt, which ſhould 
be properly guarded by our maritime Force, 
to avoid Surprize in the Interim) prevail; 

and they muſt rival us in the Slave, 


I 3 Sum, 


( 60 ) 
Gum, Gold, and Elephant Tooth Trades, 
if not drive us from the Coaſt itſelf, and, 
by a neceſſary Conſequence, monopolize 
the whole Sugar Trade; by which they 
will not only ruin our Calonies, bid fair 
for ſupporting all their unwarrantable 
Claims upon our North - American Settle- 
ments, but at the fame Time drain this 
Kingdom, and that of Jreland, of 
131,30o!l. annually, our Exports included, 
for what ſhould be our own Commodities 


— our Sugars. 


| This will not appear exaggarated, when 
we conſider the real Situation of 
the Forts upon the Coaſt, the Addreſs of 
the French in inticipg the Natives into 
their Intereſt; and the Advantages given 
by them both in the Slave and Sugar 
Trade — for Inſtance, the French exempt 
one half of their Duties on Sugar, and 
and all other American Products, taken 
in Exchange for Negroes, carried to 
their Plantations, in Africa. 


„ 
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If it mould be judged that this is a 
Time not fit to encreaſe any Annual 
Grants, when the Support of the War 
demands ſo much, and we have as yet 
not found ways and Means for the extra- 
ordinary Supplies it will require this Year; 
a Means might be found of procuring the 
African Company what deficiency there 
is in their annual Grant, by repealing in part 
ch. Clauſe of the Act of their Inſtitution 
which enacts. That the faid Committee 
** ſhall and may from Time to Time inveſt 
* part of the Money in their Hands, as 
te they ſhall judge neceſſary in the purchaſe 

* of Goods and Stores, but it ſhall nat 
* be lawfull for the faid Committee 
* to carry, or cauſe to be carried, or 
F ex from Africa, any Negroes, ” 


Ec. 4 For if they were permitted to pur- 
chaſe, Slaves withthe Moneyin their Hands 


1 ——— before 


„ 
my hnmble Opinion, be a Means af 
advancing the Negroe Trade, and 
terminate to the Advantage of our Sugar 
Colonies. For by this Means the Traders 
upon the Coaſt might be furniſhed without 
loſs of time with the beſt Negroes (thoſe 
of the Gold Coaſt, and Whydab,) and 
the Planters would never be impoſed up- 
on with the worſt, (which are reckon'd. 
thoſe of Calabar Congo, Angolo, &c.) And 
as thoſe of the Gold Coaſt and Whyaah, 
are the only proper Negroes, for the pre- 
ſervation of our Sugar Colonies, the 
Company ſhould be compell'd to purchaſe 
no other, to be fold at a fixed price, allow- 
ing 2 fer Cent, for Agency, and the 
Liberty of ſending them upon their own 
Account, after having kept them during 
a limited Time upon the Coaſt for Sale, 
to the Weſt Indian Iſlands. 


l have made many more Obſervations 
upon our Ht Indian and African Trades; 
but as theſe are the moſt Material for their 
immediate Security, and as the delaying 
their publication would admit of no Ex- 
cuſe ; fince the Avenues to a perſonal 
Con- 
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Conference with all great Men, are al- 
ways fo impeded as to permit nothing that 
has the reſemblance of a Schemiſt to 
arrive at their preſence : I have for the 
preſent contented myſelf with addreſſing 
theſe Pages through this Channel, to you, 
Sir; If I find that any of my Hints have 
been improved, or my Remarks turned 
to the Advantage of this Nation, I may 
be induced at a proper time, to dedicate 
to you, Sir, what I have at preſent ſup- 
preſſed, as taking up too great a compaſs, 
and by that means preventing what I have 
now ſet before you appearing, in time. 
However, I have thought it eſſential to 
lay before you the following Diſpoſition of 
our Naval Armament ; as alſo the ſub- 
joined Remarks upon our Taxes, and 
the Schemes propoſed for raiſing the ex- 
traordinary fupplies of the current Year. 


In order to fecure our Colonies abroad, 
and this Kingdom from any Atracks of the 
Enemy by Sea, protect our Trade, and 
annoy theirs, it will be neceſſary to have 
ſome ſettled regular Plan of ſtationing as 

well our Fleet as Convoys ; that by the 
——_ firſt 
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firſt our Poſſeſſions may never be naked; 
and by the ſecond, that our Merchant- 
war need not be obliged to make great De- 


ys in tarrying for Convoys, and by that 


aA loſe the Markets for their Cargoes; 

and at the fame Time ru the Riſque of 
their being ſpoilt, if periſhable 9 
dities; or unprotected brave the Enemy's 
Cruizers, and frequently loſe all. I ſay, 
in order to prevent theſe fatal Conſequen- 
ces, it will be neceſſary to have a ſettled 
Number of Ships employed to ſecure our 
Colonies, which ſhould be 
punctually replaced, upon any part being 
damaged, or out of Order ; and our Con- 
voys ſhould be fixed to certain Periods, 


their Departures, and regulate themſelves 
accordingly. 


To form a competent Idea of what 
Number and Force theſe ſeveral Squa- 
drons and Convoys may conſiſt, it will 
be requiſite not only to conſider the Num- 
ber of Ships we can at any one Time 
keep in Commiſſion, and alſo fit for Ser- 
vice, and what Number of Men will he 
requiſite 


regularly and 


when the Merchants might be ſure of 
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requiſite for their manning ; but alſo what 
Force the Enemy can reaſonably put to 
Sea, and what Squadrons ſhe muſt ne- 
ceſſarily keep in certain Deſtinations a- 
broad, to prevent our ſurpriſing her Co- 


lonies ; as alſo what Ships they will then 

have to ſpare for Convoys, and how 
many can remain in their Ports. But 
as I cannot aſſume to myſelf any ſu- 
perior Knowledge to the reſt of my Coun- 
trymen, either in regard to the preciſe 
Strength and State of our Fleet, any 
more than to that of the French, I ſhall 
make my Calculations from ſuch pub- 
liſhed Accounts of both, as have been 
reckoned moſt authentic, and which, it 
is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, cannot be very 
wide of the Truth. 


Our Fleet then, conſiſts, at preſent, 
of 270 Ships, of the following Rates. 
5 of the 1ſt Rate, 100 Guns. 

11 of the 2d Rate, go Guns. 

53 of the 3d, of 80, 74, 70, 66, 
and 64 Guns. 

69 of the 4th Rate, of 60, 58, 
and 50 Guns. 

K 38 
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38 of the 5th Rate, of 44 and 40 
Guns. 

56 of the 6th Rate, of 30, 24, 22, 
and 20 Guns; and 

44 Sloops, beſides Fireſhips, Hoys, 

Tranſports, Smacks, Lighters, 

Hulks, and Royal Yachts. 


270 


Now let us confider the Force of the 
French Fleet, and judge by that what 
Number of theſe it will be neceſſary for 
us to have in Commiſſion, and ready up- 
on any Occaſion. 

FRENCH FLEET. 

6 of 80 Guns. 

29 of 74 and 70 Guns. 

32 of 68, 66, 64, and 60 Guns. 
9 of 50 Guns. 

16 of 30 Guns. 

15 of 28, 26, 24, and 20 Guns. 
2 of 12 Guns. 


109 


Out of theſe France muſt keep a Squa- 
dron in the Weſt-Indies of at leaſt 10 
Men 
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Men of War, which we may ſuppoſe - 
will compriſe 1 of 80 Guns, 2 of 74 and 
70, 4 of 68, 66, 64, and 60 Guns, 2 
of 30 Guns, and one of 20 Guns. 


Ships as above. 
On the Coaſt of 4- 
frica, another of 4 Men 
of War, one of 74, 1 


of 60, 1 of 50, and 1\ 


of 3o Guns. 

One at North- Ame- 
rica of 7, compoſed 
of 2 of 74 and 70 
Guns, 3 of 60, one of 
30, and 1 of 20. 

One in the 
Indies of 6, conſiſting 
of 1 of 74, 1 of 68, 
2 of Fo, 1 of 30, 
and 1 of 20 Guns. 


And we rea- 
ſonably compute their 
different Convoys, at 
18 of theſe Rates. 


) 
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So, that according to this Computation, 
the French will ſtill have the followin g 
Ships in Harbour, ready for Expeditions, 
Vz. 


5 of 80 Guns. 

6 of 74 and 70 Guns. 
20 of 68, 66, 64, and 60 Guns. 
5 of 5o Guns. 

6 of 3o Guns. 

10 of 28, 26, 24, and 20 Guns. 
2 of 12 Guns, 
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Now, according to the following Diſ- 
tribution of our Fleet, we ſhall not only 
have ſuperior Squadrons to the French, 
ſtationed in every Place requiſite for the 
Protection of ourTrade, and the Security of 
our Colonies and Settlements, as well in 
America and Africa, as in Afa; but alſo 
73 Ships of different Rates (ſome of which 


we may ſuppoſe in Dock either building 
or repairing) to detach as well as to rein- 
force any of the ſtationed Squadrons as 


Sr ſuch Expeditions as may be requiſite 
to 


— 
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to undertake againſt the French Colonies, 
Settlements, &c. 


RATES. 
Deſtinations. 7 
184181 
Upon the Coaſt — __ 2 
England, to cr f 51 7] 2 
Coaſtwiſe 


Cruizing in the 
Channel, ſerving alſo 
for Convoys to the 
Dutch and Flemiſb 
Merchantmen 


Spithead, always ready 
upon any Emergency 
At Plymuth in 2 | 


At Portſmouth 259 | 


Sound, and in the Har- 
bour of Hameaze, al- 
ways ready 

Upon the Coaſt of 
Ireland, ſerving alſo 
for Convoys to Mer 2 |4 
chantmen to and from 
England 

In the Bay of Biſcay | 1| 1} 6] 5] 2] | 4 

At Gibraltar, and | 
inthe Mediterrancan, 
to the French 
. Oce- 
an, or a junction of 
their Fleets, or the 
Spaniſb, in caſe of a 


War with Spain. 
Carried over 4| 7|28134[13]18| 21 


Deſtinations 


wy 
— 


— 
I 
wa 
N 
— 
* 


At North- America 
In the Eaf- Indies 


Convors. 


For Weſt - Indians 
Canvoys, half ef which 


to be kept at Jamaica 
and Antigua; and the 
other half at Spichead, 
or Phet h, to go and 
1 — two 
detached, i 


For EA,. India Con- 
voys, as far as St. He- 
lena 


For Baltick Con- 


voys. 


; 


, 


— — 
— — 


4 


— — 
— 
to 
— 


| J 


3175522235 25 
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Of the 73 Ships remaining as yet un- 
applied, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe there 
may be 20 of the following Rates, either 
building, repairing, or unfit for Service, 
(012. 1 of the ad Rate, 4 of the zd, 2 of 
the 4th, 7 of the 5th, 2 of the 6th, and 
ſour Sloops) then our reſerved Fleet will 

_ conſiſt of the following Rates 
1 of the iſt Rate, 
2 of the 2d 
g of the 3d 


13 of the 6th, and 
14 Sloops. | 


53 


As theſe 53 Men of War, as well as 
the preceding 197, ſhould be conſtantly: 
kept in Commiſſion, and therefore com- 
pletely manned, we muſt include them 
in the Number that require their Com- 
plement; ſo that our whole Fleet in 
Commiſſion, and ready for Service, will 
require 73, 640 Seamen, including Ma- 
rines ; as will be ſeen by the following 
Eſtimate. Ne 


Men requiſite to 


man them to their 


Complements. 
42 50 
7500 

25680 
13 500 

77 

10 560 
4400 


N 


Total 250 | | 73,640 


Thus it appears, that to man our whole 
Navy (ſuch a one as may regain our 
Loſſes, in the Mediterranean, and at leaſt 
an Equivalent for thoſe in America, till 
when we cannot hope either for an ad- 
vantageous, honourable, or laſting Peace) 
it will require 18,640 Men more than 
the Parliament has granted this Year for 
our Navy, which will put us to the ad- 
ditional Expence of 765,280 J., including 
Ordnance for Sea-Service ; the 55,000 
Men allowed this Year, occafioning an 
Expence of 2,860,000 /. including Ord- 
nance for Sea-Service. 


But 
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But what will 700,000 /. appear, when 
put in Competition with the Advantages 
we may promiſe ourſelves from ſuch a 
Navy! It would be needleſs to repeat in 
this Place, both his Majeſty's Recom- 
mendation of vigorous Meaſures, and 
their Efficacy : Surely then our Bulwarks, 
our F * g Towers, which alone com- 
mand us the Reſpect both of our Friends 
and Foes, ſhould be put in ſuch a State of 
Defence, and ſo employed, as to draw 
all the Advantages we can reap from 
them; and I believe no body can be fo 
very void of Conſideration as to imagine 
they are any thing more than a burthen- 


ſome Expence to us, as long as they are 
in Ordinary ; why then ſhould we heſi- 


tate to put all the Ships in Commiſſion 
that can bear the Seas? Ineed not, I believe, 
aſk this Queſtion a ſecond Time, Sir, of 
you, — ut, perhaps, in return, you 
may complain of the want of Hands: I 
own the Complaint may be juſt, but it is 
not irremediable. 
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J could have wiſhed to have ſeen, at 

the End of the laſt War, a Project exe- 
cuted which was then propoſed, of regi- 
ſtering all the Seamen who had been em- 
ployed, and continuing them a ſmall an- 
nual Præmium, in permitting them to 
ſerve the Merchants in any ſhort Voyages, 
and be ready, upon Call, on any Emer- 
gency : This Scheme, Sir, would have 
prevented that tyrannical Method of Preſ- 
fing, which, after all, does but ill ſuc- 
ceed ; however, it has been judged ex- 
pedient, and therefore it ſhould not be 
condenined, until ſome other c can de de- 
viſed. 


T have taken the Pains to examine ma- 
ny Schemes that! have heard for the man- 
ning our Fleet upon an Exigence ; but 
none appears to me effectual, but that of 
obliging every Sea-port in England, Scot- 
land, Ireland, Guernſey, TFerſey, Man, 
and the other inferior Iſlands (particularly 
the Orineys, as the Scotch are the beſt 
Sailors) to furnith a ſtipulated Number in 
Ptoportion to the Shipping they actually 
employ : 
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employ: This ſhould be extended to 
North America, that Seminary of Sea- 
men; which, I am told, might occaſion- 
ally furniſh us with 30, ooo able Mariners. 
To this may be added, an Obligation up- 
on the Eaſi- India Company furniſhing a 
Quota out of every Ship before they pay 
their Seamen, who ſhould be allowed two 
Months Leave of Ablence, before they 
went on board a Man of War: All the 
Whale-Fiſhery Ships ſhould be under the 
like Obligation ; as well as the Herring- 
Fiſhery ; who might furniſh many uſeful 
Hands. If the Merchant Service ſhould 
run any Riſque of being prejudiced by 
ſuch a Propoſal, they might be allowed to 
employ a greater Number of Foreigners, 
Dutch, Danes, Swedes, Sc., who would 
be glad to ſerve them, as our Pay is much 
ſuperior to what is given by their Mer- 
chants, and the Labour leis, as we em- 
ploy more Hands on board Ships of the 
fame Burthen with theirs, 


If theſe Hints ſhould be judged worthy 
of Conſideration, I ſhould be glad to fee 
an Act paſſed, as ſoon as poſſibſe, upon 

L 2 any 
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any Plan fimilar to this; for we cannot 
too ſoon put our Fleet into 25 reſpectable 
a Condition as poſſible : The French em- 


ploying all the Carpenters of what Nation 
ſoever they can get, to form an Arma- 
ment, which may, but too ſoon, be able to 
cope with ours. 


When I fay this, I don't mean that we 
can reaſonably apprehend that their Navy, 
will at any Time, theſe ten Years, be as 
numerous and formidable as ours : But as 
they have no Occaſion to keep Fleets ſta- 


tioned in the Bay of Biſcay; the Mediter- 


ranean, or indeed in any Pert of Europe, 


as we have, aad in which we cannot em- 
ploy leſs than ninety Ships of different 
Rates, if they ſhould encreaſe theit 
Marine only one third more than it is, as 
they do not labour under the fame Incon- 
| venience as we, in regard to its manning 
(they having long ſince practiſed the 
Scheme of Regiſtering their Seamen) 
they would be more than a Match for us ; 
as may be eaſily perceived by the forego- 
ing Eſtimates, ſince they may already 
keep 54 of their Ships of different Rates 


unemployed 


„ 
unemployed in their Ports fit for Expedi- 


tions, and we cannot have conveniently 
unemployed more than 73; ſo that if their 
Marine were increaſed only one third more 
than what it is, they would have 145 
Ships; no of which might be employed 
againſt us; and, to oppoſe theſe, we 
ſhould only have 73 Sail. 


Now, even this Calculation is upon the 
Suppoſition that our Fleet were as formi- 
dable, as I have repreſented it in the fore- 
going Eſtimate ; but if we were to em- 
ploy but forty thouſand odd Seamen on 
board, a greater Number than which, I 
am told, there is not actually employed, 
at preſent, we could have no manner of 
Chance, either of ſupporting the Sove- 


reignty of the Sea, or even ä our 
Colonies and ourſelves. 


But we will, for the preſent, ſuppoſe 
the French entirely unemployed about con- 
ſtructing new Ships, and that they only 
intend, in the Courſe of this War, to 
make uſe, to the beſt Advantage, of thoſe 
Ships which now actually compoſe their 


Fleet ; 
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Fleet; is there no Reaſon to fear, that if 
we do not liſten to the Propoſals of the 
Spaniſh Court for an Accommodation, by 
her Arbitration, that his Catholic Majeſty 


will throw his Weight into the French 
Scale? I ſay, Sir, can you, who are ſo 
well acquainted with the Secrets of Cabi- 
nets, imagine that the Motions of the 
Spaniards at Ceuta, the Favour they have 
already ſhewn to the French at Algezzres, 
and the Equipment of their Fleets in their 
Ports, portend only a Reſolution of a- 
biding by the ſtricteſt Neutrality? We 
will ſuppoſe, then, that the Court of Ma- 
drid, after ſhe ſhall have exhauſted her 
whole Stock of Friendſhip upon us in O- 
vertures of Peace, will break, and make 
a Compoſition in favour of France. Can 
it be credited, that her Marine will not be 
compoſed of 36 Sail, of different Rates, 
fit to keep the Sea? If it cannot be cre- 
dited, as I believe you, Sir, particularly, 
and every one the leaſt acquainted with 
the State of the Spaniſh Fleet, muſt im- 
mediately avow ; the French Fleet will be 


increaſed one third, without any addition- 
al new Ships of their own ; and what 
Apology 
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Apology, then, can be made to this Na- 


tion for not putting our Marine upon the 
moſt advantageous Footiny ? What 
Excuſe can be offered for not trying every 
Scheme that wears the leaſt Air of Practica- 
bility for completely manning a ſufficient 
Force by Sea ? But I forget myſelf 
in the Warmth of my Argument; the 
Honour and Happineſs of my Country, 
are apt to have this Effect upon me,— 
but the leaſt Recollection tells me, I am 
writing to a Stateſman, who requires but 
a Hint, —a very Hint, to purſue any Mea- 
ſures that many benefit his Country ; and 
that to apply a Microſcope to your Eye, 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, is not to aſſiſt the 
viſual Orb, but to aggravate the Sight. 


The Meaſures I have preſcribed, like 
all other vigorous ones, require the Sinews 
of War for their enforcing ; therefore let 
us conſider a little what may be the moſt 
effectual Means of procuring the Supplies 
neceſſary for carrying on the War, with 
the leaſt Detriment to our Trade, and the 
leaſt Opprefſion to the Subject. 
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I believe I have no Occaſion, then, to 
enter into a Diſquiſition to prove that the 
Encreaſe, or even the Continuance, of the 
preſent National Debt, can be of no Ad- 
vantage, either in a political or commercial 
Light, to this Nation — this Doctrine 
has long ſince been exploded ; and I think, 
we may, on the other hand, venture to 
affirm, that it we continue borrowing 
Money, on the fame Terms we did the 
laſt War, we ſhall increaſe the National 
Debt to 115000,000 J. this War, (ſup- 
poſing it to continue as long as the former) 
and hen, perhaps, in a few Years, we 
may have another Rupture; for the 
French will be ſure to infringe upon our 
Colonies, and give us many other Cauſes 
of Renewal of Hoſtilities, as long as 
they are convinced they can run u 
30,000,000 in Debt, and by that Means 
increaſe in Proportion the annual Intereſt, 
which muſt be paid by Taxes, that can 
never fail to clog Trade, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to increaſe the Price of all Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life; not only in Proportion 
o the Taxes levied, but at leaſt double, 
by Means of the Increaſe of Price the 

Commoditie 
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| Commodities receive by paſſing through 

| many Hands, before they come at the 
Conſumer. Since by this they will, in 
the End, attain the Deſtruction of our fo- 
reign Trade, and the Erection of theirs 
upon its Ruin: So that another War, 
with a few Years of Peace, will ſucceed 
another, and ſo on, till we may pre- 
ſent ourſelves with the View of an accu- 

| mulated Debt of $3c0,000,000 ;; for 
which an Intereſt of nine Millions muſt 
be paid, ſuppoſing it at Three per Cent. 


If this ſhould ever be the Caſe, in what 
a Situation muſt the Commerce of this 
Nation be ? at what Markets ſhall we find 
a Vent for our Commodities, when we are 
already rivalled in many Branches of our 
foreign Trade, particularly the Woollen 
Levant, by the French, on account of the 
Cheapneſs of their Goods compared to 
ours, although the Taxes which pay the 
Intereſt of the National Debt amount, at 
preſent, to no more than about two Mil- 
lions and a half; and when our Commo- 
dities muſt then be increaſe] at leaſt treble 
in their Price before hey reach a foreign 


Market. M Perhaps 
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Perhaps I may be anſwered, that 


France can never purſue this Plan of run- 
ning us into Debt, and by that Means in- 
creafing ourTaxes, and in the Endruining 
our Trade, without affecting herſelf the 
fame Way, by the Support of her Troops, 
the Increaſe of her Marine, and the Exe- 
cution of her Meaſures. In Anſwer 
to this, it will be found, that though their 
Taxes increaſe, and their Revenues be 
exhauſted, their Manufactures will not 
be fo ſenſibly affected hereby as ours, by 
Means of the greater Number of Hands 
in France, which will ever keep the Price 
of Labour low, and the Start they have 

already gained of us with reſpect to the 
Prices of their Merchandizes. Beſides, 
whenever Neceſſity requires it, France 
can raiſe ſome Millions by the Alteration 
of the Value of their Coin, as has been 
practiced more than once. Without an 
Increaſe of the Price of Labour, ourꝭ poor 
People, who are already, by the enor- 
mous Taxes upon the Neceſſaries of Life, 
and the high Price of Proviſions, reduced 
to ſuch a Paſs, that many can ſcarce ly get 
Bread 
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Bread for themſelves and Families, will 
never be able to ſupport any additional 
Impoſts upon what are eſteemed the Eſ- 
ſentials of Subſiſtance; and as the Increaſe 
of tlie Price of Labour muſt neceſſarily 


occaſion an Advance in the Price of the 
Commodities manufactured, which muſt, 
in the End, deſtroy our Foreign Trade; 
I believe little need be added to prove 
that all new Taxations, directly or in- 
directly, upon the Neceſſaries of Life, 
ſhould be laid aſide. 


The borrowing of Money, or funding, 
is attended with ſo many bad Conſequen- 
ces to the Nation, by the Neceſſity of 
raiſing Taxes, as well to pay the Intereſt 
thereof, as for Douceurs or Præmi- 
ums to the Jobbers, which generally 
render a low Intereſt to the Proprietors of 
Stock, a very high one to the Govern- 
ment, that ſome other Means ſhould be 
tried. The only Expedient that can be 
deviſed for preventing theſe Evils for the 
future, is the raiſing the Supplics with- 
in the Year; and this ſhould be done. 
By this the Nation would fave both the 

Intereſt 
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Intereſt and Premium neceſſary to be 
paid with Borrowing and Jobbing, which 
might be applied to pay off Part of the 
National Debt; and this would revive 
Public Credit, ſet the Stocks above Par, 
and turn into the Channel of Com- 
merce, that Money which the Jobber 
would find no Opportunity of applying 
to a more lucrative Advantage. By this 
Means alſo, that Diſſipation and Profuſi- 
on, which are the conſtant Attendants 
upon Lazineſs, would diminiſh ; for 
when the public Funds began to be de- 
creaſed, by being pad of, Intereſt would 
naturally lower, and excepting what 
could be employed in Mortgages, and 
other private Securities, and for which 
that exorbitant Intereſt, that now is given, 
would be no longer an Inducement ; the 
Maſs of the Publick Debt would be 
thrown into Commerce, and our idle An- 
nuitants and Stockholders would find 
themſelves under a Neceſſityof being uſe- 
ful to their Country, by encreaſing our 
Commerce, and drawing the Wealth of 
other Nations to this Emporium of Trade. 
This would not be the only Advantages 

reſulting 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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kind, but much cheaper; and if they 
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reſulting from raifing the Supplies within 
the Year; for as then all our Contracts 
would be paid with ready Money, our 
Fleet and Army would not only be fur- 
niſhed with better Proviſions of every 


gained only Ten per Cent. as there is 
much Reaſon to believe, they would by 
prompt Payment, upon Five Millions, 
which we may ſuppoſe will be expended 
this Year, in Contracts upon our Navy 


and Land Forces, we ſhould make a Sa- 


ving of 500,000 J. Sterl. which might 
be applied either to paying off Part of the 
National Debt, or towards raifing the Sup- 
plies for the following Year ; and by that 
Means we might diſcontinue any oppreſ- 
five Tax to the Poor, producing that 
Sum. 


But without noticing any other Advan- 


tage that might reaſonably reſult from this 


Scheme, I will confider the moſt eligible 


Means of raiſing the Supplies requiſite for 
the current Year, within the Year. 


The 
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The Parliament has already made the 


following Proviſions, viz. 
& 6 
By the Land-Tax, | 
— 45. which is eng 2000, ooo oO o 
or 
The Duty on Malt, 
Mum, Cyder and ber 750,000 o © 
ry, given for 
And the Guinea 
Lottery, from whence 
the Government 1s to 
reſerve one Moiety of 525,0 12 6 
the Produce, being | 
1,050,005, 5s. 


The Total whereof is but 3,275002 12 6 


But as it is computed that the Service 
of this Year, cannot be effectually per- 
formed, for leſs than Nine Millions, we 
ſtill ſtand in need of near Six Millions, 
therefore other Proviſions muſt be made. 


The Plan which ſtands foremoſt in the 


Claſs of reafonable Ones, for raiſing the 
extraordinary Supplies, is a new Aſſeſſ- 
ment 
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ment of the Land Tax, by which it is 
computed a Million a Year more may be 
brought into the Government, than is at 
preſcat produced by it. This certainly 
is a very juſt Expedient, and whatever 
Oppoſition fome few may make to it, 
under pretence of the Hardſhips they 
would labour under, in Paying an exact 
Quota; as the Improvements they have 
been at the Expence of, are the Cauſes of 
the increate of their Lands; ſhould be 
looked upon as only regarding ſome few 
Particulars, whoſe Intereſt ſhould always 
ſubmit to that of the Community 
otherwiſe we ſhall find all Laws Ineffectual 
fince the Execution of them, muſt clath 
with the Interett of ſome Individuals. 


This Plan, then, can meet with no 
Antagoniſts, but ſuch as are prejudiced by 
their Intereſt, of the Land Tax Act, 
being ineffectually c>ecutcd: But as 
this new Aſſeſſment cannot be made for 
this Year, or perhaps the Next, we cannot 
comprehend it within the Schemes for 


raiſing the Supplies for the current Year. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Poſtlethwayt's perſonal Tax, ſeems 
to have a great Analogy with that pro- 
poſed upon Houſes; and as this latter 
carries with it a greater facility in the 
Execution, and at the fame Time does 
not wear the Appearance of a Poll Tax, 
and is not ſo oppreſive to the Subject, 
I am inclined to give it the Preferance. 
It does not follow that every Perſon of the 
different Ranks, rated in his Lift, ſhould 
be poſſeſſed of Fortunes, or be in circum- 
ſtances equivalent; and if any compulſion 
were tobe uſed to oblige every Perſon to give 


in an exact Account of his Fortune or 


Effects, it would be diſagreeable to all, 
and particularly detrimental to the mer- 
cantile Part of his Liſt; otherwiſe a Per- 
ſon with a very ſlender Income, perhaps 
an uncertzin one, would be neceſſitated to 
pay an equal Tax with one of anover- grown 
Fortune. Law and Phyſic would furniſh 
us with many Inſtances of this kind; for 
in both, fer the general, either great For- 
tunes are made by the Practitioners, or 
elſe they periſh Secundum Naturam, or 
ſtarve according to Law. But in reſpect 

to 
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to the Tax upon 43. as no body would 


chuſe to live in one of greater Rent thah 
his Circumſtances could afford; neither 
would he be aſſeſſed at a higher Rate, 
than bore a Proportion to the Rent of his 
Houſe. 


1. The Tax upon Houſes, at a reaſon- 
able Computation, is ſuppoſed to produce 
a Million and half; without including 
thoſe under 5 J. a Year, which ſhould be 
entirely exempt ; fince they can be inha- 
bourers; 


2. A Tax upon Servants, in and out of 
Livery, would certainly produce a great 
Income on the one hand; or if we could 
ſuppoſe, (which to judge by the Extra- 
vagance and Luxuriance of the preſent 
Age is not probable) that any conſiderable 
Number would, by this Means, be thrown 
out of Place, they could notbe more oppor- 
tunely diſengaged for his Majeſty's Service, 
either by Land or Sea. But as it is rea- 
ſonable to imagine, not an Eighth Part of 
what are employed would be diſmiſſed on 

N this 


( go ,) 
this Account; and as I have heard it com- 
puted, there are 250,000 in Greai-Bri- 


tain; if they were taxed, upon an Aver- 
age, at 5; J. each, this Tax would produce, 
at leaſt, a Million. 


3. A Tax upon Saddle-Horſes, kept 


for Diverſion, might be a further Means 


of increaſing the Revenue for the current 
Year. 


.4 Nobody (but the Proprietors) could 
object to a Tax being laid upon all public 
Diverſions. For Inſtance, a Maſquerade 
Ticket ſhould be doubled, and the addi- 
tional Guinea appropriated to the public 
Service; a like Tax to be laid upon thoſe 
of Ridottos. The Boxes at the Opera 
ſhould be a Guinea, and the Gallery half a 
Guinea; the Playhouſe Boxes 7s. 6 d. 
Pit 5s. Firſt Gallery 45. Upper Gallery 
35. The Admittance at Vauxhall and 
Ranelagh doubled ; all which additional 
Prices ſhould be applied to make up the 
Supplies for the current Year. Theſe laſt 


two Taxes cannot, I imagine, be eſtima- 


ted at leſs then half a Million, conſider- 
ing 
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ing the great Number of Cavaliers, and 
public-diverſion Reforters, that abound in 
this Ave of Trouble and Pleaſure. 


5. Next to this might follow, a Tax upon 
Taverns, Bagnios, and what are called 
French Wine-houſes. It is unreaſonable 
that the firſt of theſe, ſome of which 
take 40 J. a Day, ſhould be obliged to 
pay no more, in a Tax for a Licence, than 
a little Alehouſe, that vends, perhaps, 
half a Crown's worthof Liquor in the ſame 
time. The ſecond of theſe, if they can 
be ſuppoſed of any Uſe, ſhould at leaſt be 
liable to ſome Impoſt, fince of all other 
Places their Rates are the moſt extrava 
and their Profits the greateſt; and indeed 
moſt, if not all of them, may be put 
upon the fame Footing with the French 


Wine-houſes, which every body knows 


are Nicknames for Brothels. If, as it is 
pretended, theſe Miſcreants (the Keepers 
of Brothels) can find means to elude the 
Execution of Juſtice, they ſhould be obli- 
ged to make fome Atonement to the Pub- 
lic the only way they can; and a Tax, 
ever ſo enormous, cannot be thought too 
N 3 burthenſome 
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burthenſome upon them, fince the entire 
Deſtruction of them, would be one of the 
greateſt Services Society could receive from 
any ineffectual Tax. The Taverns may 
merit ſome Commiſeration; for that Rea- 
ſon I ſhould think their additional Tax 
ſhould not be above 40 or 50 J. per An- 
num: But the rating of this ſhould de- 
pend, in ſome Reſpect, upon their Vent 
of Liquors, and * Frencb 
Wines. 


* 


6. The foregoing Tax naturally leads 


to another, that every Subject, 4 is 
not enervated with Luxury, would rejoice 
to ſee impoſed, particularly at this Period, 
our inveterate Foes are torturing 
their Imagination to deviſe more effectual 
Means of ruining our Trade, and deſtroy- 
ing our Navigation. Undoubtedly, Sir, 
you anticipate my Meaning ; for I certain- 
ly would adviſe a Tax, amounting to a 
Prohibition of French Wines and Bran- 
_ Hes. 

* As freland is to be fo much protected (if the 
foregoing Plan of the Deſtination of our Fer 


| 
| 


1 
| 
| 
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dies. I fear again our great Propenſity to 
Voluptuouſneſs, would induce us, at the 
greateſt Expence, to indulge this, as well 
as many more of our over- governing Ap- 


petites; but I know of none that can be 


tolerated, which ſhould be ſo much clog- 
ged as this with Impoſts, 


The five laſt Taxes muſt needs be al- 
lowed to center, and indeed exiſt, in Lux- 
ury, (nor can the preceding, which does 
not extend to Houſes under 5 J. per An- 
num, be ſuppoſed to affect much, if at all, 
the poor Manufacturers and Labourers); 
and ſurely no Rationalift will aver, that 
they are not fixed upen proper Objects; 
for if Men will run headlong to their own 
Ruin (which the four laſt Articles tend 
particularly to facilitate) it is but reaſonable 
the State, who ſuffers ſo much in one Re- 


ſpect 


ſhould be executed) it would be but reaſonable that 

ſhe ſhould furniſh us, at leaſt, with a Sufficiency to 
bear the Expence ſhe will put us to; and as French 
Wine is purchaſed there as cheap as Port is here, and 
is drank in very great Profuſion ; ſurely a Tax upon 
it, at this Time, would neither be improper, or 
detrimer tal to the Health or Purſc of the 1r:þ. 
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pect by it, ſhould draw ſome Advantage 


from it in another. 


7. To give the Ladies an Opportunity 
of contributing to the Exigencies of the 
State, a Tax upon Jewels might be a 
Means of making them doubly ornament- 
al to the Sex,—to difplay their Charms 
and their Patriotiſm, both at once, to a 
greater Advantage. And as I have a very 
great Opinion of the Patriotiſm, both of 
the Ladies and Gentlemen of the preſent 
Age; it would be proper to give them 
every Opportunity of teſtifying it ; for 
this Reaſon alſoꝛao⸗yꝛ — 


8. A general Free-Gift ſhould be ſet 
on foot, whereby all Perſons, of what- 
ever Rank and Denomination, might give 
further Teſtimony of their Attachment to 
their Country ; and as many rich Perſons, 
though they might indulge themſelves in 
all the preceding, and many other Luxu- 
ries, would till be conſcious, that they 
did not aſſiſt, in Proportion to their For- 
tunes, the State in its preſent Exigence : 
By this Means they might diſburthen 

their 
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their Conſciences, and relieve their Coun- 
try. 


As Smuggling is the principal Cauſe 
that our preſent Duties, do not furniſh 
the State with the neceſſary Supplies to 
carry on the War, without further Im- 
poſts; and as theſe public Robbers, the 
Smugglers, at the fame Time they are fo 
detrimental to us, are of the greateſt Ad- 
vantage to our declared Enemies, if a 
Means could be deviſed of conſiderably 
checking if not entirely demolifhing their 
deteſtable Trade, ſurely it would be 
prudent at this Time to execute 
Sheme, that promiſed theſe Advantages. 
Although theſe illegal Traders, extend 
their Commerce to many Articles of 
French and other Products, it is Notorious 
that the Smuggling of Tea, is the Prin- 
cipal ſource of their illegal Gains; this 
would be at an End, if the preſent Tax 
were taken off that Commodity, and an 
Impoſt put upon every Family that uſed 
this Herb, which might be caſily Effected, 
by obliging the Maſter of every Family, 

to make Athdavit whether or no any Tea 


were 
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| were uſed in his Houſe; fince it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that any ſuch would per- 
jure himſelf, for faving, — if the Maſter 
of the greateſt Family, 20s. a Year, 
which ſhould be the hi Tax; or 
55. a Year, if of the loweſt fort that 
drink Tea. But if it might be appre- 
hended that ſome would Tranſgreſs; the 
Pillory, or ſome adequate Puniſhment 
ſhould, as in other cafes of Perjury be 
ſtrictly Inflicted, beſides a pecuniary 
Fine, upon any that will dare tranſgreſs. 
The fair Dealer would receive great 
Benefit by it, as none could afford to ſell 
Tea cheaper than the Market price; 
which is now done in every part of this 
Kingdom, but more particularly upon the 
Moſtern, Southern, and Eaſtern Coaſts of 
England, in ſo much that it's computed 
above Two thirds of the Tea drank in 
Great Britain is run. The perplexities 
and diſquietudes given the fair Dealer, 
by Exciſe Officers, on pretence of 
ſearching, would no longer continue. 
The Eaj//-In4ia Company would be great 
Gainers by E is, as well as the Conſumers 3 
and the Public Revenue which upon an 


Average, 
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Average, has received for ſome Years paſt 
130000/. upon Tea, would be very 


much increaſed if not doubled by this 
new method of Taxation. 

If theſe Inſtitutions could not furniſh 
the State with a Sufficiency to carry on 
the War with Vigour, many others, of 
the like Nature, might be tried; fo that 
nothing can apologize for not endeavour- 
ing (with all Probability of Succeſs) to 
raiſe the Supplies within tf Year, by 


which ſo many evil Conſeo , es will be 
removed. 
Having thus, Sir, e Liberty to 


give you my Sentiments, in this public 
Manner, upon the Affairs and Commerce 
of North America, and the Weſt-Indies ;' 
our African Trade; the Deſtination of 
our Squadrons and Convoys; new Taxes ; 
and the Schemes propoſed for raiſing the 
extraordinary Supplies for the current 
Year ; I have nothing at preſent more to 
add, but to defire you, it you think any 
of my Obſervations upon our North A- 
merican Colonies, the Security of our 
Weft-Indian Trade, and that of Africa, 
with our Settlements upon that Coaſt, up- 
on which the former ſo much depends; 
merit Attention, to not let the preſent 
Opportunity ſlip of turning them to Ad- 

vantage 


O 
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vantage —— to pay 8 
what I have in to the Deſti- 
nation of our Squadrons and Convoys, 
with the Neceſſity of our Navy being re- 
inforced ; as upon that our All depends ; 
not err and as 
A Ocean, — bat alſo as a 
What I have faid, with Reſpect 
= og may, per- 
furniſh ſome Hints, before it is too 
late, to raiſe the Supplies within the 
Year ; and in ſuch a Manner as not to be 
laborious Part of us. 


Iam,"S I X, 
with all due Deference, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
very bumble Servant, 
A MuzcyuanT of London. 


FINIS. 
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